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Tbb object of the author of this little work i^ to place 

before the public, in a popular style, the Ch^iK^try, Oe- 

ology, and Zoology, of the Mammoth Cave, together with 

ft brief description of all the rooms, avenues, domes, 

rivers, etc,, that are worth the trouble of exploring. 

Anything like an accurate description of the Cave has 

^ ftnt been attempted. In fact, such an effort, from the 

v«ry nature of the subject, would be attended with failure. 

[ The beauty, sublimity and grandeur of the Mammoth 

t Gave, to be appreciated, must be seen. The awful, over- 

I powering silence, the deep darkness, together with a 

* knowledge of the fact that the time which nature required 

to build this subterranean region is lost in the mists^ of 

infinity, produce a combination of emotions which are 

never experienced in the upper world. 

The sole object aimed at, has been to furnish to those 
vho have never visited the Cave, some idea of its size 
and formation, and to those who wish to explore it, a 
gnide-manual, which will do away with the necessity of 
taking notes, and from which they can select those points, 
which, should their time be limited, they are most desirous 
of visiting. It must be distinctly borne in mind that all 
the points of interest herein detailed, can not be seen in 
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a day. In fact, nu one can furin a correct idea of thi 
beauty and immensity of the Mammoth Cave, who doei 
not spend a week in exploring it, and all of the moit 
striking objects should be visited at least twice. 
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THE PBOPBIXTOSS. 

Messrs. J. Q. is E. K. OWSLEY, & CO. are 
tlie proprietors of the Mammoth Caye. Thej are 
high-toned gentlemen, whose courteous and polite 
demeanor to visitors, renders the Cave a popular place 
of summer resort. Their gentlemanly assistants 
leave nothing undone that can contribute to the 
comfort and pleasure of those who visit the Cave 
Hotel. 



I THE OVIBSS. 

I There are three guides at the Cave, viz.: Mat 
pnd Nicholas Bransford, (colored,) and F. M. De- 
pUonbrun. 

I Mat is thirty-seven years old, and has acted in 
ibe capacity of guide for nineteen years. He is 
ilite and affable, and is particular about calling 
intion to everything worthy o{ o\>%«tN%\AaTi. ^^V^ 
'egate distance he has tTave\ed va ^^ ^%.H^^ >^ 
loi less than ifty thousand mWea. 



8 INTRODL'CTION. 

Nicholas is thirty-five jears of age, and has b 
a guide for seventeen years^ and the distance wl 
he has traveled in the Cave, from the fact that 
has enjoyed uninterrupted good health, is not 
than that accomplished by Mat. He is active 
polite, and takes great iilterest in exhibiting 
Cave to the best advantage. 

The other guide, Frank PeMonbrun, has actec 
that capacity for twelve years. He is an intelli^ 
and accommodating gentleman, and perfectly fami 
with all parts of the Cave ; and his obliging 
courteous demeanor to visitors^ makes him an espc 
favorite with the ladies. 

The abrupt manner in which it is necessary 
the guides to address visitors in dangerous pla 
must not be confounded with insolence, as it is al 
lutely essential at many points. 

Stephen, who had been a guide two years loi 
than Mat, died in July, 1857. Although a g 
deal has been said and written about him, from 
fact that he was the favorite of the original prop 
tor, he was in no respect superior to either Ma 
Nicholas, nor was his acquaintance with the C 
more thorough or extensive. 



THE CAVE BAND. 



The Cave Band, by study and long pract 
have adapted their music to the different avenues 
the Cave, the effect of which, particularly on E 
River, is peculiarly enchanting. 

During the winter season, the members of 
Cave Band constitute the principal part of 
orchestra of the Louisville Theater. 



INTRODUCTION. 



CAVE COSTUME. 



Thx proper costume for a gentleman consiBts of a 
jacket, heavy boots, and a cloth cap. 
1 The Bloomer or Turkish dress is the proper cos- 
tume for a lady. It may be plain, or fancifully 
. trimmed, to suit the wearer. When trimmed in 
_ lively colors, which is always advisable, the effect is 
if^ beautiful, particularly if the party be large. Flannel 
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or cloth is the proper material. It must be borne 
^ in mind that the temperature of the Cave i^ fifty- 
nine degrees. 
, Every lady carries a lamp, and in no case, except 
that of illness, should she take a gentleman's arm. 
^ It is fatiguing to both parties, and exceedingly awk- 
ward in appearance. 

grt ' • — 
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P/' LOCATIOW. 

at 

Ci The Mammoth Cave is situated in Edmonson 
county, Kentucky, ninety-five miles south of Louis- 
ville, or halfway between Louisville and Nashville; 
and is accessible by the Louisville and Nashville 
Railroad, which passes within seven miles of the 
Cave, at BelFs Station, where conveyances are in 
. readiness to convey passengers to and from the 

iCave. 
The Cave Hotel is capable of accommodating 
between four and five hundred visitors. The rooms 
are furnished in the best style, and the table is not 
surpassed by that of any hotel in the Union. At- 
t^ tached to the hotel is a magnificent ball-room, which 
is fitted up in the most approved manner. 
The scenery in the vicinity of the Mammoth Cave 
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INTltODUOTION. 



is almost without a rival. Green River, with i 
towering cliffs, is hut a few hundred yards from tl 
hotel, and affords good fishing and pleasant bo 
excursions, which, together with the magnified 
grounds, promenades, swings, etc., attached to tl 
hotel, conspire to render a visit peculiarly attraotiv 
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SECTION I. 

EKTBAKCE TO THE CAVE. 

The entrance to the Cave is one hundred and 
iiiiietj-fotir feet above G-reen River, and is about 
twenty-five feet in hight, bj about thirty in width, 
over which may be seen, at all seasons, a mist or fog, 
^hich, when the external air is warmer than that of 
the Cave, is produced by the tondensation of th'e 
moisture of the former by the reduced temperature 
^ the latter. On the contrary, when the tempera- 
|tQre of the external atmosphere is less than that of 
the Cave, the moisture of the air of the latter is 
indensed in a similar manner. When the tempera- 
ire of the outer air is the same as that of the Cave, 
10 fog or cloud is observable at its mouth. 
The entrance to the Mammoth Cave, at an tmrly 
iod of its history, was situated about half a mile 
»m its present location, constituting what is now 
lied the month of Dickson's Cai^e, TVlvs. ^v^^ 
^joatea within a few feet o? t\k^ moxiK?ci ^^ '^^ \ 
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14 MAMMOTH CAVl. 

in the vicinity of the rivers, something less. Not t 
trace of ammonia can be detected in those parts of 
the cave not commonly visited. The amount of the 
vapor of water varies. Thus, in those avenues at t 
great distance from the rivers, upon the walls and 
floors of which there is a deposit of nitrate of lime, 
the air is almost entirely destitute of moisture, from 
the hygroscopic properties of that salt, and animal 
matter mummifies instead of suffering putrefactive 
decomposition. And for the same reason, no matter/ 
what state of division the disintegrated rock mtjjt 
attain, dust never rises. In portions of the Cafl|i 
remote from the localities in which the bats hybe^ 
nate, no organic matter can be recognized bj tb 
most delicate tests. Not a trace of ozone can be 
detected by the most sensitive reagents. 

From what has been stated, it will be observe! 
that the atmosphere of the Mammoth Cave is freer 
from those substances which are calculated to exert 
a depressing and septic influence on the aniiml 
economy than that of any other locality of the 
globe. This great difference is observed by even 
one QQ leaving the Cave, after having remained in 1 
for a number of hours. In such instances, the 
impurity of the external air is almost insufferablj 
offensive to thjB sense of smell, and the romance of 
a ?* pure country air," is forever dissipated. 

What diseases would be benefited, or rendered 
worse, by resorting to the Mammoth Cave? 

Consumptives, at one time, resorted to the Cave, 
and, as might have been anticipated, with fatal 
results. Several of them died there, and all of them 
soon after exposure to the external air. One patient 
4i4 Qot see the light of the sun, for a period of ^yt 
months.. Short trips are attended witl^i advantage, 
but a Caye-resi4cQce is speedily fatal. 

I know of nq Jp^aniiQatory disease that is rendered I 
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MAMMOTH CAVE. 16 

worse by a resort to the Mammoth Cave. On the 
contrary short and easy trips have been known to 
effect a care in chronic dysentery and diarrhea, 
where all other measures had failed. 

In all those diseases where absolute silence, and 
the total exclusion of light are indicated, the Cave, 
above all other places, possesses pre- eminent ad- 
Taqtages ; for nowhere else have we these conditions 
combined. The only condition in which risk is 
incurred is during the menstrual period. Serious, 
and even fatal results have been the cQnseq|uence of 
inattention to this fact. 

The temperature of the li{ammoth Cave is uni- 
formly fifty-nine degrees, winter and summer, which, 
in connection with the remarkable purity of its 
atmosphere, will account for the fact that individuals 
are enabled to undergo such an unusual amount of 
physical exertion in it. It is not an uncommon 
occarrence for a person in delicate health to accom- 
plish a journey of twenty miles in the Cave, without 
■offering from fatigue, who could not be prevailed 
iipon to walk a distance of three miles on the sor- 
of the earth. 



CHAPTER II. 



HOW THE MAMMOTH CAVE WAS FORMED. 

The agencies concerned in the formation of il 
Mammoth Cave, may be divided into Chemical an 
Mechanical. 



SECTION I. 
CHEMICAL AOENCIEd. 

There can be no doubt but that the solvent actioi 
of water holding carbonic acid in solution, was ik 
primary agency concerned in the formation of A 
Cave. Thus, the limestone, or carbonate of Hon 
which constitutes the strata of rock through whie 
the Cave runs, is not soluble in water until it coo 
bines with an additional proportion of carbonic ack 
by which it is transformed into the bicarbonate fl 
lime. In this way the process of excavation wi 
conducted, until communications were establisbl 
with running water, by which the mechanical agen^ 
of that fluid was mado to assist the chemical. H 
little niches and recesses which are observed i 
various parts of the Cave, and which seem to hal 
been chiseled out and polished by artificial meaij 
were formed in this manner; for when these poiv 
are closely examined, a cieVice m\\ be observed i| 
(16) 
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tlie top or back of tbem, through whicb water issued 
at the time of their formation, but which has been 
partially closed by crystals of carbonate of lime, or 
gypsum. At the time these niches were forming, 
water flowed through the avenues in which they are 
found. Examples of the action we have been 
describing, may be seen in Spark's Avenue, leading 
to the Mammoth Dome. 

The grooves which are observed in rock over 
which water is, or has been flowing, are also formed 
by the solvent action of water containing carbonic 
icid ; for in all such instances, the water has no 
lolid matter in suspension. Examples of this kind 
ir action may be seen in operation in Mammoth and 
S^orin's Domes; and evidences of its former action 
txvLj be observed in Lucy's Dome. What are termed 
•he "pigeon-holes," in the Main Cave, are cut out 
>f the solid rock in the same manner. 

When water, holding the bicarbonate of lime in 
lolution, drops slowly from the ceiling, by which it 
Si exposed to the air sufficiently long to allow of the 
Ificape of one equivalent of carbonic acid gas, the 
Sme is deposited in the form of the proto-carbonate 
^ lime. If the deposit occurs in such a manner 
Miat the accumulation takes place from above, 
ownward, in the form of an icicle, it constitutes 
hat is termed a stalactite; but if it accumulate from 
low, upward, it is called a stalagmite. Stalactites 
d stalagmites frequently meet in the center, and 
come cemented, by which a column of support is 
>nned. Many instances of this kind are to be 
tmi in Gothic Arcade and Fairy Grotto. 
If the limestone which forms the stalactite fs per- 
;ly pure, it will be white or semi-transparent; if 
contains oxyd of iron, it will be of a red or yel- 
ish color. When a stalactite is black, It <iQ\!Lta.v\^ 
2 
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tjiie bteck oj(jd of iroq, The stajaj^mitio cinders im 
Yujoan's Smithy, apd t.be. grapes, in. Martha's Yine- 
ya^dy are colored. w.itli blaq^. ozy.d of irom. 

Another agency Tfhich contribi^ties in part to 
change thj9 appearance of tb^ Cave, ia the efflores- 
cence of the sulphatQ of soda or Qlauber-salts, and 
tjx6 crystaUizatipn of sulphate of lime or plaster of 
Parb. 

^he sulphate of lime^ which i& known under the 
names of gypsum, plasiter of Paris, selenite, sAaim- 
ter, etc., exerts a, muph greater influence in disin^ 
tegrating the rock than the sulphate, of soda. Tin 
avenues in which gypsum oQcu^s are perfectly dxj[ 
differing in that respect from those which contaU 
stalactites. When rosettes of alabaster are forioi 
in the same avenue with stalactites, the water 
formed the latter, has for a^es ceaaed, to flow, ot 
they are situated far apart,, as the former can iiQ|i{ 
form in a d^imp atmosphere. The force exerted bf 
gypsum in th^ act of crystallizing, is about equal 
that of water when freezing, for when it orys 
between ledges, or strata of rock, they are fraqtivni{ 
in every direction, as instanced in Pensacola AveMj 
and Ehoda's Arcade. 

The fonuatign of niter is. due, in part, to tk 
decomposition of the remains of batp^and other 
Uials, but it must not be forgotten that limesto 
rocks are never entirely destitute of nitrifiable m 
ter. The nitric acid which enters into its compositi< 
may, in some measure, be derived from the atmi 
phere. The kind of niter that is found in the 
is the nitrate of lime, which, when re-acted upon 
the carbonate of potash, is transformed into ni 
of potash or common saltpeter. This was the oo 
pursued by the saltpeter miners, when that subs 
jf^» manufactured in the Qt^ye in 1812-14. 
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^rate of lime is found in the dryer parU of the 
ve, but is not diacoveyabk till, the earUi ii;bich 
^taiua it ia U3;iyixitod. 



SECTION 13C. 
KECHAKICAL AOENCXlSSw 



The mechanical agencies concerned in the ezcava- 
on of the Mammoth Cave are trifling when com- 
!tred to the chemical. 

They are instanced in the transportation of gravel, 
md, and clay, from one part of i^e Cave to another, 
ad in the abraded appearaoee presented by the rock 
dinpomn^ certaiti avenues. Thus, it is possible to 
»U the direction which the water ran in most of the 
venues, and the rapidity of its motion, by observing 
be points at which gra^vel, sand, and clay are depos- 
ed, and the order in which they come. For example, 
be points at whieh gravel is deposited indicate a 
apid current; where sand is fou^nd the movement 
UM slower; and where clay opcu^ the water was 
Imost or quite stationary. 

At one time water rushed with great force through 
i'at Han's Misery, for in Great Relief, which is just 
isyond, washed gravel occurs; still farther sand is 
bund, which is succeeded by clay: sinewing that the 
nmientwas in the direction of Echo Biyer. Before 
kd mechanical' agency could have exerted any appro* 
U)le influence, the chemical must l^ave been in 
Iperation thousands of ages. 

The loose rocks that are scattered on the floor of 
Uoky of the avenues, have fallen froi^ the walls and 
Ming, but in many instances the poii^ts from which 
key were detached are indistinct froim \\^^ faqt %%t^ 
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the rugged surface from which they have fa 
either smoothed by the action of water, or c 
by crystals of the carbonate or sulphate of lim( 
those parts of the Cave where no rocks have 
the floor presents the appearance of the bee 
river, and is covered with gravel, sand, or 
according to the rapidity of the flow of water 
time of the deposit No rocks have fallen sin 
discovery of the Cave. 



gECnON III. 

CONHECTIOir SETWEEH THE CAVE AND 6BEEN 1 

There is air interesting relation subsisting be 
3Iammoth Cave and Green River. 
. Thus, there can be no doubt but that Green 
has cut out the bed or channel through wh 
runs, for on ascending its banks on either side 
distance of not less than three hundred feet, a 
is reached, which is not succeeded by a v 
establishing conclusively that it has worn its 1 
its present level hy the mechanical and ch( 
agency of water, and that the avenues of the 
were cut through with nearly equal pace : tho9( 
the surface of the earth being formed first, an 
others in regular order from above downward 
avenues through which Echo and Roaring rivei 
being the To^west and last formed. Both of 
rivers are on a level with Green River, with 
there }^ a subterraneous communication. As * 
River continues to deepen the valley through 
it runs, the avenues of the C^ve will con tin 
descend, until the springs which supply Ech 
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^ rirers ««ase to flow, when th« av«nuefl 
i which they r«a will become as dry as 
s Avenue, which at an early period in t^ 
of the Cave, contained the most beautiful 
mean riirer in the world. 




CHAPTER III. 

THE MAIN CAVE. 

After leaving a small arcbwaj near tbe moi 
tlie Cave, the sides of which are walled with 
which tbe salpeter manufacturers obtained fro 
floor at this point, and which is called the Na: 
the vi&itor enters the Main Cave, which is six 
in length, and which v<iriefl from forty to one 
dred feet in bight, and from sixty to three hu 
feet in width. 



SECTION I. 

THE BOTUNBA. 

The Kotnnda is entered on leaving the Nar 
The ceiling is about one hundred feet high; ai 
greatest diameter one hundred and seventy-five 

The floor is strewn with tlie remains of 
water-pipes, and other materials used by tbe sal 
miners, in 1812. The wood of which they are 
shows no indications of decay. 

To the right of tbe Rotunda, Audtibon's A^ 
leads off for about half a mile, to a collectio 
stalactites. During the winter, millions of bati 
bernate in this avenue. 



XJLMIfOTH CAV£. ^S 

A.t the efttti^hiBe bf Audubon's Arenite, smiill oat- 
^es were built fifteen years Itgb, for tbe residence 
persons afflicted with consumption, under the im- 
)88ibii that th^j Would be benefited by a uniform 
aperature. Tm id^a that consumptive patients 
lid be Outed by a r^idence in the Cave, must have 
iulted f^om a total misi;oi]r6e|)tlibn as to the nature 
pthisis, as ft is well known tha!t th^ absence of 
ht will develop the scrofalouis dialibesis, and ckusb 
deposit of tubercles in the lungs. The truth of 
:s pxroition was 'established in the cases of those 
10 resorted to the Cave for relief; inasintteh a^ 
ree of them died there, and the majority of those 
10 remained any considerable leiigth of time, died 
thin periods varying from three days to three 
eks after leaving it. Those patients wh6 remained 
the Cave three or four months, presented a fright- 
l appearance. The face was entiirely bloodless, 
es sunken, and pupils dilated to such a degree that 
e iris ceased to bo visible, so that, no matter what 
B original color of the eye might have been, it soon 
peared black. 

Although persons who are affected with consump- 
m are rendered taiuch worse by a residence in the 
kve, they need not be deterred from making short 
cursions in it, for when not carried to such a 
gree as to occasion fatigue, they are always at- 
Qded with advantage. Over-excitement of the 
ain, and incipient insanity, would undoubtedly be 
mefited by a Cave residence. Here absolute silence 
n be obtained, which cannot be had anywhere else, 
td which is the great desideratum in brain affections, 
is surprising how rapidly the night influence is 
It in the Cave, which is indicated by pallor of the 
leeks, yawning, and an irresistible tendency to 
Bep. Persons who first visit the Cave, are not^oA^. 
meraJ thing, thus affected, because oi ^X:^^ \i^^^^»'^ 
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of their situation, and the many ohjects which attaract 
their attention. This tendency to sleep is not due 
to any impurity of the atmosphere, for the proportion 
of carbonic acid is even less than it is in the outer 
air, but is referable solely to the complete silence 
and total absence of light. It is perhaps the oalj it 
place where a person can count the pulsations of hiajb 
own heart by listening to its beat^ in fact, the pul- 
sations of the heart of another person can h^ cpuotd 
at a distance of several feet. 

Thunder is never heard in the Mammoth Cave, wi 
a gentleman who was in it at the time a shock of u 
earthquake was experienced on the surface of ike 
earth, did not perceive it. 

The Eotunda is situated under the dining-room of 
the Cave Hotel. fe-c 
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On leaving the Eotunda, and passing huge ove^ tti 
hanging cliffs to the left, which closely resemble tlM rr 
cliffs of the Kentucky Eiver, after which they art 
named, the Methodist Church is entered. It is eightj 
feet in diameter, by about forty in hight. Here, 
from the gallery or pulpit, which consists of a ledgsRa 
of rocks twenty-five feet in hight, the Gospel wifia: 
expounded more than fifty years ago. The benchei^|ii 
or logs, occupy the same position which they 
when first placed in the Church. I b 

^, 

fit: 
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SECTION III, 
OIANT'S COFFIN— AKT-EATEBi Etc. 

After leaving the Gothio Galleries, which lead to 
e Gothic Avenue, of which we will have occasion 

speak further on, the Grand Arch is entered, 
lich leads to the Giant's Coffin. This arch is 
tout fifty feet high and sixty wide. 
To the left of the path leading to the Giaat's 
3ffin, are found two immense rocks, many tuns in 
3ight, which have fallen from above, and are stand- 
g in an upright position. 

The Giant's Coffin is a huge rock, forty feet long, 
renty wide, and eight in depth, and at the point 
om which it is viewed, presents a striking resem- 
ance to a coffin. It has been detached from the 
de of the avenue against which it rests. The 
renue at the foot of the Giant's Coffin leads into 
le Deserted Chamber. 

On the ceiling, a little to the left of the Gi^ut's 
ofSn, and looking into the Peserted Chamber, is 
le figure of an ant-eater. It is composed of the 
Qoresoence of black gypsum, and rests upon a back- 
*ound of white limestone. The resemblance of the 
'ure to the animal after which it is named, is com- 
lete. 

A short distance beyond the Giant's CofiSn, in th& 
!ain Cave, after passing what is called the Acute 
ngle, a group of figures is observed on the ceiling, 
hich is termed the Giant, Wife, and Child. These 
;ures are in a sitting posture, and the Giant appears 

be in the act of passing the Child to the Giantess, 
bey are also composed of black gypsum, which 
sts on a white background. 

Still further on, the figure of a colossal mampaoth 
ay be observed on the ceiling. 
3 
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From the Giant's Coffin to the mouth of the Cayi 
wheel traeks, and the imptession of the feet of oze 
may be seen, which were made nearly fifty years agi 
The earth, at the time these impressions were lef 
^as moist, as most of it had b6en lixiviated in tii 
ihiannfaetare of saltpeter, bat at the ^present time 
is perfectly dry, and almost of the consisteilOiy c 
stone. 

From the Acute Angle to the Stat Chamber, Be\ 
oral stone cottages, which were formerly inhabite 
by consumptives, are still standing. 



SECTION IV. 
THE 8TAE CHAHBEB. 

The Star Chamber is situated in the Main CaT( 
It is sixty feet in hight, seventy in width, and abdi 
five hundred in length. The ceiling is composed a 
black gypsum, and is studded with innumerable whit 
points, which, by a dim light, present a most strik 
ing resemblance to stars. These points, or stars, ar 
produced, in part, by an efflorescence of Glauber' 
salts beneath the black gypsum, which causes it t 
scale off; and in part by throwing stones against i 
by which it is detached from the white limeston( 
In the far extremity of the Chamber a largo mas 
has been separated, by which a white surface i 
exposed, termed the Comet. 

When the guide takes the lamps and descend 
behind a ledge of rocks, by which a cloud is mad 
to pass slowly over the ceiling, it is difficult to dives 
one's Bclf of the idea that a storm is approaching. 1 
needs but the flash of lightning and the roar a 
thunder to make the iWualou com^\^\A. 



MAMMOTH GAVE. 2V 

After producing tbe stotm illuBion, the guide dis- 
ppeats with the lamps, through a lowet archway, 
eVeral hundred yards in length, learing the visitor 
B total darkness, and te-appears at the eastern 
xtremity of the Star Chamber, holding the lights 
Q advance, which, a» he slowly elevates them i^m 
he eavern from which he rises, produces the illu- 
ion of the rising sun. 

With the exception of iScho River, (he Star 
Jhamher is, perhaps, the most attractive object in 
he Cave. 



SECTION V. 
PLOATHTG CLOUD BOOK. 



The Floating Cloud Room connects the Star 
hamber with Proctor's Arcade. 

The clouds are produced by the scaling off of 
lack gypsum from the ceiling, by an efflorescence of 
df^hate of soda beneath it, by which a white sur- 
«e is exposed. They appear to be drifting from 
le Stftr Chamber over the Chief City. The Cloud 
oom is a quarter of a mile in lebgth, and in hight 
id Iridth oorresponds with the Star Chamber. 



SECTION VI. 
FBOCTOB'S ARCADE. 



This is the most magnificent natural tunnel in the 
wld. It is a hundred feet in width, forty-five in 
ight, and three quarters of a mile in length. The 
euing if smooth, and the walls vcrWcaX^ ^^^n^ Vi^ 
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as though they had been chiseled out of the b 
rock. When this tunnel is illuminated with a I 
gal light at Kinney's Arena, which is its we8 
terminuGi, the yie^w is magnificent beyond concept 

This arcade is named in honor of Mr. L. J. P 
tor, the proprietor of th€ Cave* 

Kinney's Arena is a hundred feet in dian 
and fifty feet in hight. From the ceiling, in 
center of the Arena, there projects a stick, t 
feet in length and two inches in diameter. It ! 
parallel with the ceiling, and is inserted in 
crevice in the rock. How it was placed in its j 
ent position is a difi&cult question to settle, i 
much as it could not have been inserted in 
position it occupies hj artificial means^ 



SECTION VII. 
WBIGHrS BOTTTimA. 



After passing the S Bend, which has no par 
4 ar points of attraction, Wright's Rotunda is ent 

This rotunda is four hundred feet in its sho 
diameter. The ceiling is from ten to forty-five 
in hight, and is perfectly -l«vel, th« apparent d 
ence in hight being produced by the irregularit 
the floor. It is astonishing that the ceiling 
strength to sustain itself, for it is not more than 
feet from the surface of the earth. Fortunately 
Cave at this point is perfectly dry, and no ch 
of any kind is transpiring in it, otherwise t 
juight be some risk of its falling in, as evidence 
«uch occurrences are to be found in the surroun 
jDountry, 

When this immense aieok \a iWumm^d at the 
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^trcfmes, sramftaneously, it preBemts a most mag- 
ificent appearance. 

At the eastern extremity of the Kotunda, fs a 
^umn, foTir feet in diameter, extending from the 
oor to the ceiling, termed Nicholas' Monument, 
^er one of the old guides. 

The Fox Avenue communicates with the Kotund^n, 
Eld 8 Bend. It is about five hundred yards in 
5i3gth, and is worth exploring. 

A short distance beyond Wright's Kotunda, tho 
tain Cave sends off several avenues or branches, 
liat to the left leads to the Black Chamber, which 
I one hundred and fifty feet wide, and twenty in 
tght, the walls and ceiling of which are in crusted 
ith black gypsum. It is the most gloomy room in 
ie Cave. 

There are two avenues leading off to the right, 
'he far one communicates with Fairy Grotto, which 
ontains a most magnificent collection of stalagmites, 
t is a mile in length. The other avenue communi- 
ates with Solitary Cave, at the 'entrance of which 
bere is a small cascade. 



SECTION VIII. 
THE CHIEF CITY. 



^ The Chief City is situated in the Main Cave be- 
h>nd the Rocky Pass. 

* It is about two hundred feet in diameter and forty 
ti higlit. The floor is covered at different points 
^ith piles of rock, which present the appearance of 
be ruins of an ancient city. 
From the Chief City to the end of the Main ^ve^ 
distance; of three miles, there ate ^^NCix^ '^qwvN*^ ^ 
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which the appearance which this aveuae* pieseni 
when filled with running water, may be obaerrt 
where the overhanging qUQs closely resemble tl^c 
in the Paaa of £L Uhor, of reccQt ^npatios. 

The Main Cave is terminated abraptlj by roc 
that have fallen from above. It must not, howeY< 
be supposed that this is the end of it, for there c 
be no doubt that it was elpsed ajt this point in t 
same manner as Dickson's Gave was terminated, a 
that the removal of the obstructing rook would op 
a communication with a caye of the same ^e as. I 
one w^ have been attempting to describe. 



&Ji 




CHAPTER IV. 

I 

THE LONG ROUTE. 

On entering upon tlie Long Route, the visitor 
leaves the Main Ct^ve at the foot of the Giant's Cof- 
fin, and passes into the Deserted Chamber. The 
iiistanoe ^om the month of the Cave to the Mi«l- 
Ktrom, which is situated at the end of the Long 
Koute, is nine miles. The trip is generally accom- 
E^lished in about twelve houra. 



SECTION X. 
THE DESEBTEB CHAHBEB. 

The Deserted Chamber is the point at which the 
^ater left the Main Oave to reach Echo River, after 
Sjk had ceased to flow out of the mouth of the former 
l^to Green River. In other respecta it is not of par- 

q\^a^ interest. 



p- 



SECTION II. 
WOODEH BOWL CAVE. 

The Wooden Bowl Cave is next in order. It re- 
aves its name iVom the fact that a wooden bowl, 
icb as was used bj the Indians m e?stt\^ Vkm^^ -^'Wk 
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found in it when it was first discovered. The Cave 
itself is the shape of an inverted wooden bowl. 

Black-Snake Avenue, which enters the Main Cave 
near the stone cottages, communicates with Woodea 
Bowl Cave. It receives its name from its serpentine 
course, and black walls. 



SECTION III. 
XABTHA'S PALACE. 



Martha's Palace is entered by passing a ste^ 
declivity and pair of steps, called the Steeps of Time. 
The Palace is about forty feet in hight and sixty vk 
diameter. It is not particularly attractive. 

A short distance beyond Martha's Palace is i 
spring of clear, potable water. 



SECTION IV. 
SIDE-SADDLE FIT AND MINEBVA'S DOKE. 

The Side-Saddle Pit, over which there rests i 
dome sixty feet in hight, is reached by passing 
through what is called the Arched Way, the walls, 
floor, and ceiling of which bear evidence that it wa 
once the channel of running water. This pit 
ninety feet deep, and at its widest part about twent; 
feet across. 

Minerva's Dome is situated about twenty feet t« 

the left of the Side-Saddle Pit. It is fifty feet i 

hight and ten in width. It is a miniature repre- 

sentation of Gorin*s Dome. The Dome and Pit have 

boon cut out of the BoVid lock "b-^ \\i^ ^oVs^iwV ^^iUott 
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iter containing carbonic acid in solution. They 
till enlarging. 

le aperture leading to the Pit presents the out- 
of a side-saddle, hence the name. 



SECTION V. 

BOTTOMLESS FIT AITO SHELBY'S DOME. 

IE Bottomless Pit, paradoxical as the statement 
appear, is but one hundred and seventy- five feet 
Its width varies from fifteen to twenty feet, 
ibstantial wooden bridge, termed the Bridge of 
3, is thrown across it, from which it may be 
3d in safety. 

elby's Dome, which is sixty feet in bight, rests 
tly over the Bottomless Pit. The Pit and Dome 
been formed, and are still enlarging by the 
causes that excavated the Side-Saddle Pit. 



SECTION VI. 
BEYELEBS' HALL. 



I leaving the Bottomless Pit, a room is entered^ 
h is about twenty feet in hight and forty in 
eter. Here it is the custom of visitors to rest 
short time, and discuss the terrors of the Pit. 
is generally followed by the bringing forth of 
)otables, when the health and safety of all par- 
ire duly swallowed. 
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SECTION VII. 
THE SCOTCHMAN'S TSAP. 

After passing through a low archway, aboi 
feet in hight, termed the Yalley of Iluniilil 
ceiling of which is smooth and white, and a 
as though it had been plastered, the Scotcl 
Trap is entered. The Trap is a circular op 
through which it is necessary to descend, abo 
feet in diameter, over which is suspended a 
rock, which, if it were to fall, would completely 
the avenue leading to Echo River. If, howeve 
opening were to close, there are three ways by 
an escape might be effected. Thus: there 
avenue beyond it, which enters the bottom 
Bottomless Pit, from which a person might be 
by means of ropes; another means of escape 
be by Bunyan's Way, which leads into Pec 
Avenue ; and a third by Spark's Avenue and 
moth borne. 

A short distance beyond the Scotchman's 
in what is termed the Lower Branch, there oc 
curiously shaped rock, nanied the Shanghai Ch 
from its fancied resemblance to that animal. 



SECTION VIII. 
FAT HAN'S MISERY AND GREAT RELIEP. 

Fat Man's Misery is a narrow, tortuous a- 
fifty yards in length, which has been cut out 
solid rock by the mechanical action of the 
The lower part of the avenue varies in width 1 
fpot and a half to three feet, axv^ \\i^ xx^^^x ^^\ 
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ur to ten feet. In hight it varies from four to 
ght feet. 

Contrary to the general impression, there never 
IS a man too large to pass through Fat Man's 
isery. 

Great Relief, which is entered on leaving Fat 
an's Misery, varies in width from forty to sixty 
et, and in hight from five to twenty feet. From 
e ceiling, immense nodules of ferruginous lime- 
one project. 

On the floor of Great Relief, the direction of the 
irrent of water that filled these avenues can be 
aced. Thus, at the side next Fat Man's Misery, it 

strewn with gravel, near the center sand occurs, 
id still further on mud is deposited ; demonstrat- 
g the fact that it flowed into Echo River. 

The avenue termed Bunyan's Way, passes directly 
rer Great Relief, and enters it a short distance from 
at Man's Misery, by which communication is estab- 
shed with Pensacola Avenue. 



SECTION IX 

BIYEB HALL AKB BACON OHAl^BEB. 

River Hall extends from Great Relief to the 
iver Styx. It varies in width from forty to sixty 
et. 

The Bacon Chamber is situated to the right of 
iver Hall. It receives its name from the fact that 
lall masses of rock project from the ceiljng, which 
size and appearance resemble bacon Jjams. They 
3re formed by the solvent action of >vater charged 
th carbonic acid, when the lower portion of them 
sted against a stratum of rock wl\ich haa 9>iw<i^ 
en detached. 
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The avenite which leads to the Mammoth Dome 
aod Spark's Avenue, takes its origin in the Bacon 
Chamber. 



SECTION X. 
THE DEAD SEA. 



About forty feet below the terrace which leads to 
the Natural Bridge, is a collection of water, fifteen 
feet deep, twenty wide, and fifty feet in length, 
termed the Dead Sea. It is quite as gloomy in 
appearance as its celebrated namesake. 

When the Cave was first discovered, the Bead Sea 
was passed on the terrace over its left bank, which, 
however, was attended with great danger. 



SECTION XI. 
&IVEB STTX AND THE NATXTBAL BBID&E. 

The Eiver Styx is one hundred and fifty yards 
long, from fifteen to forty in width, and in depth 
varies from thirty to forty feet. It has a subter- 
ranean communication with other rivers of the Cave, 
and when Green Eiver rises to a considerable bight, 
has an open communication with all of them. 

The Natural Bridge spans the lliver Styx, and is 
about thirty feet above it. When the far bank of 
the lliver Styx is illuminated with a Bengal Light, 
the view from the Natural Bridge is awfully sublime. 
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SECTION XIL 
LAKE LETHE. 

Lake Lethe is one hundred and fifty yards long, 
frona ten to forty feet wide, and in depth varies from 
three to thirty feet. The ceiling of the avenue at 
this point is ninety feet above the surface of the 
Lake. Lake Lethe extends in the direction of the 
avenue, the floor of which is covered by it. Visit- 
ors in taking the Long Eoute, cross it in boajts. 



SECTION XIIL 
THE GBEAT WALK. 

The Great Walk extends from Lake Lethe to Echo 
River, a distance of five hundred yards. The ceil- 
ing is forty feet high, and the rocks which compose 
it, present a striking resemblance to cumulous clouds. 
They are composed of white limestone. The floor is 
covered with yellow sand. 

A rise of five feet water in Echo River overflows 
Great Walk, and gives a depth of water sufficient to 
allow the boats to pass from Lake Lethe to Echo 
River. There are times when Great Walk is filled 
with water from the floor to the ceiling. In fact it 
is not an uncommon occurrence for the water to rise 
to a hight of sixty feet in Lake Lethe, by which 
the iron railing on the terrace above the Dead Sea is 
entirely submerged. This great rise of wa,tef is pro- 
duced by a freshet in Green River. 
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SECTION xiy. 



ECHO BITEB. 

Echo River efxtends from Great Walk to the ccm- 
mencement of Silliman's Avenue, a distance of three- 
quarters of a mile. 

The avenue at the entrance of Echo Kiver, unJer 
ordinary circumstances, is about three feet in higbt, 
but immediately beyond that point, to the end, aver- 
ages about fifteen feet. It varies in width from 
twenty to two hundred feet, and in depth from ten 
to thirty feet. 

When there has been no rise in Green Kiver for 
Keveral weeks, the water in Echo River becomes 
remarkably transparent, so much so in fact, that 
rocks can be seen ten and twenty feet below the 
surKace, and the boat appears as though it were 
j»:lidinnr through the air. The connection between 
Echo and Green rivers, is near the commencement 
of Silli man's Avenue. When Gryen River is rising, 
Echo River runs in the direction of the Great Walk; 
when it is falling, the current sets in the opposite 
direction. When Green River is neither rising nor 
falling, the water of Echo River runs slowly in the 
direction of Silliman's Avenue, and is supplied from 
springs in the Cave. At such times the temperature 
of it is 5L) degrees. When the water of Green River 
flows into Echo River, at a temperature higher than 
that of the Cave, a fug is produced, which in point 
of densitv is not inferior to that ofl^ the banks of 
Newfoundland. Inexperienced persons have been 
lost in the fog on Echo River. 

A rise of three feet water in Echo River will close 

the avenue through which it runs near its entrance, 

which, however/ does not cut off all communication 

beyond itj as there is a smtvW ci\'ew\x^^ ^iS^^^ ^^ni-^^- 
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:ory, ooinmeDcing at the end of Great Walk, and 
:erminating in the avenue bf Echo River, about a 
quarter of a mile from the landing in Silliman's 
Avenue. A rise of eighteen feet water, however, 
fills the avenue of Purgatory, and cuts off all com- 
munication with the outer world. 

Among the great curiosities of the Cave may be 
mentioned the eyeless fish and crawfish of Echo 
River. 

Th« fish are a peculiar species, and are viviparous, 
or give birth to their young alive, and do not dejplosit 
eggs, after the manner of most oth^r fish. They 
have rudiments of eyes, but no optic nerv6, and are 
therefore incapable of being affected by the most 
intense light. The eyeless crawfish give birth to 
iheir young in the same manner as those provided 
with eyes. Both the fish and crawfish are perfectly 
white. 

Ordinary fish and crawfish are somfeticbes washed 
into the Cave from Green River. FrogS are also 
sometimes washed into Echo River, and niay be heard 
croaking to the echo of their own voices. 

The eyeless fish prey upon each other. In shape 
they resemble the common catfish, but rarely exceed 
eight inches in length. 



SECTION XV. 
SILLIMAN'S AVENUE. 



Silliman's Avenue is a mile and a half long, and 
axtend^ from Echo River to the pass of El Ghor. 
tt varies ih bight from twenty to forty feet, and in 
•ridth, from twenty to two hundred feet. T\\^ '^^VVs^ 
and cciliDg of this avenue at^ tu^^*^^ "^^^^ ^^vix- 
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worn. It is undoubtedly of recent formation, u 
compared to the other parts of the Cave. 

The objects of interest in Silliman's Avenue, come 
in the following order : 

1. Cascade Hall is two hundred feet in diameter, 
and twenty feet high. It receives its name from 
a small cascade that falls into it from the ceiling 
The avenue which leads to Koaring Kiver, takes it/ 
origin in Cascade Hall. 

2. Dripping Spring is a pool of water that is sap- 
plied from the ceiling. Stalactites and stalagmites 
are found at this point. 

3. The Infernal Eegion receives its name from the 
fact that the floor is composed of wet clay, and is 
exceedingly irregular. It is almost impossible to 
pass over it without receiving a fall. 

4. The Sea Serpent is a tortuous crevice in tbi 
rock over head, that has been cut by running water, 
the layer of rock that formed the floor of it having 
been detached. 

5. The Valley Way-Side Cut is a small avenue 
leading off from Silliman's Avenue, and returning 
into it a short distance further on. It presents sev- 
eral beautiful points, and is worth exploring. 

6. The Hill of Fatigue is hard to climb, but is not 
otherwise worthy of note. 

7. The Great Western is an immense rock, many 
times larger than any vessel, the end of which closely 
resembles the stern of a ship. The rudder is turned 
to the starboard side. 

8. The Rabbit is a large stone which closely 
resembles the animal whose name it bears. 

9. Ole Bull's Concert Room is situated to the left 
of the avenue. It is thirty feet wide, forty long, and 
twenty high. When Ole Bull made his first tour 
through the United States, he visited the Cave, and 

performed in the room which has received his name. 
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10. Silliman's Avenue is named in honor of Pro- 
)S8or B. Silliman, Sen., of Yale College. 



SECTION XVI. 
BHOBA'S ABCADE AKD LTTCT'S DOME. 

Rhoda's Arcade, which arises in Silliman's Ave- 
lue, a half mile from the Pass El Ghor, is five hun- 
Ired yards in length, and from five to ten feet in 
light. The walls and ceiling are incrusted with 
'te crystals of gypsum and carbonate of lime, of 
jreat brilliancy and indescribable beauty. The floor 
s covered with white crystals of limestone, and is 
anobstructed by fallen rock. In point of beauty 
ibere is no avenue superior to this. 

Lucy's Dome is reached by passing through Rho- 
Ja's Arcade. It is about sixty feet in its greatest 
iiameter, and over three hundred in hight, being 
he highest dome in the Cave. The sides appear to 
>e composed of immense curtains, extending from 
he ceiling to the floor. 



SECTION XVII. 
THE PASS OF EL 6H0S. 

The Pass of El Ghor resembles Silliman's Ave- 
ue, but the cliffs composing its walls present a more 
ild and rugged appearance. It is about two miles 
1 length. 

The objects of interest in this avenue, present 
hemselves in the following order: 

1. The Hanging Rocks look a?^ \\\ci>\^ ^^^ ^^'K^'ew 
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on the point of falling and closing the avenue oia 
which they are suspended ; hut no rock has beei 
known to fall from the walls or ceiling in any pari 
of the Mammoth Cave, since its discovery. 

2. The Fly Chamber receives its name from thft 
fact that crystals of black gypsum, of the size ofi 
common house-fly, project from the ceiling in gmt 
numbers. 

3. Table Rock is twenty feet long, and project! 
from the left side of the avenue about ten feet. U 
is about two feet in thickness. 

4. The Crowh is six feet in diameter, and is flita- 
ated on the right side of the avenue, about ten feet 
from the floor. It closely resembles the object aftci 
which it is named. 

5. Boone's Avenue leads off^ to the left. It hasj 
been explorfed for about a mile, but nothing further 
is known as to its extent or dimensions. 

G. Corinna's Dome rests directly over the center 
of the! avenue. It is forty feet high and nine wide. 
It was formed by the solvent action of water,' which 
entered it through a fissure at the top, when the 
Pass of El Ghor was filled with water. Had it been 
formed after the water had left fhe avenue, thew 
would have been a pit beneath it, as shown at Shel- 
by's Dome and tlie Bottomless Pit. 

7. The Black Hole of Calcutta is situated on thi 
left side of the avenue, and is about fifteen fed 
deep. 

8. Stella's Dome is two hundred and fifty feet in 
hight, and in general appearance resembles Lucy'i 
Dome. It is reached by passing through a small 
avenue which enters the left wall of the Pass of Kl 
Ghor. 

9. The Chimes consist of depending rocks, which 
when struck, emit a musical sound. 

20. WeJJiDgton's Gallery is not attractive. 
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11. Hebe's Spring is about four feet in diameter, 
d a foot and a balf in depth, the water of which is 
arged with sulphureted hydrogen. Fifteen years 
o there was no sulphur in this spring, and at the 
Bsent time, when it has been undisturbed for sev- 
»,l hours, pure water may be dipped from the sur- 
ie. and sulphur water from the bottom ; indicating 
e fact that it is supplied with sulphur water at the 
ttom, and pure water near the surface, which come 
>m entirely different sources. 

12. Eyeless crawfish have been found in Hebe's 
>ring. 

13. A half mile beyond Hebe's Spring, the P%S3 
El Ghor communicates with a body of water, the 

Ltent of which is unknown, called Mystic River* 



SECTION XVIII. 

MABTHA*S VINSTAili. 

The avenue which contains Martha's Vineyard, is 
evated twenty feet above the Pass of El Grhor, and 
reached by ascending a ladder near Hebe's Spring. 
The walls and ceiHng of Martha's Vineyard are 
idded with stalactite nodules of carbonate of lime, 
iich are colored with black oxyd of iron, which, 

size and appearance resemble grapes. A stalac- 
e three inches in diameter, and extending from the 
or to the ceiling, is termed the Grape Vine. 
A large stalagmite projects from the right wall, 
Pew inches from the floor, and is termed the Bat- 
fing Ham. 
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SECTION XIX 
ELIin)0 AYEKUE, AND THE HOLT 8EPTTLCHS 

Eltndo Avenue arises directly over the Pa 
El Ghor. It presents no points of special int 
except that the avenue which leads to the Holj) 
ulchre, which is situated directly over Ma 
Vineyard, and which contains a fine collecti( 
stalactites, arises in it. 



SECTION XX. 

WASHINGTON HALL AND SNOWBALL KOOll 

Washington Hall is sixty feet wide, twenty 
and one hundred in length. This point is gen 
reached between twelve and one o'clock, and 
place selected as the dining-room. Cans of c 
also kept in this room, from which the lam] 
replenished. Although the lamps are capah 
holding oil sufficient to burn ten hours, the < 
for it are so arranged that they can be filled 
five hours. 

Marion's Avenue, which arises in Washi 
Hall, leads to Paradise, Zoc's Grotto, and P< 
Parterre. These avenues will form the subje 
a future chapter. 

The Snowball Room is situated between ^ 

ington Hall and Cleveland's Cabinet. The c 

is studded with white nodules of gypsum, whicl 

from two to four inches in diameter. The a 

pbere of the room is too damp for the gypsi 

assume the forms of ftoweta «LXvd. ^\;v\T\fexv\^^ %.<?. \ 
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reland's Cabinet. The resemblance of thest 
3 to snowballs is complete. 



SECTION XXI. 
CLEVELAND'S CABINET. 



/eland's Cabinet is a mile and three quarters 
ixty feet wide, and from ten to twenty feet in 

walls and ceiling of this avenue are literally 

with alabaster flowers of every conceivable 

, and indescribable beauty. 

entering Cleveland's Cabinet, the objects of 

interest present themselves in the following 

[ary's Bower is fifteen feet in hight, and forty 
^th, the walls and ceiling of which are covered 
)settes of gypsum. 

he Cross consists of two crevices in the ceil- 
lich intersect each other at right angles, and 
are lined with flowers of the plaster of Paris, 
bout eight i'oBt in length, 
he Mammary CeiHng is formed of nipple- 
projections of gypsum, 
'he Last Hose of Summer is about eight inches 
meter, and is of snowy whiteness. It rests 
t, the ceiling, in the center of the avenue, 
he Dining Table is fifteen feet wide and thirty 
It consists of a flat. rock that has been de- 
from the ceiling. 

lacchus's Glory is an alcove, three feet in hight, 
:e feet in length, the whole interior of which 
^} with nodules of gypswin, ^Vv^ \u ivL% ^tA 
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form resemble grapes. It is situated to the Ic 
the Dining Table. 

7. St. Cecilia's Grotto is remarkable for the si 
the stucco iiowers found in it. 

8. Diamond Grotto is lined with crystals o: 
enite. which, when a liirht is waved to and f 
front of tlicaj, sparkle like the gem after whic 
grotto is named. 

9. Charlotte's Grotto is the terminus of Clevel 
Cabinet. The walls are covered with fibrous 
sum. 

10. Cleveland's CabinjBt is named in honor of 
fessor Cleveland, the distinguished mineralogisl 



SECTION XXII. 

BOOST MOUNTAIN AND DISMAL HOLLOW. 

The Rocky Mountain is one hundred feet 
and is formed entirely of rocks that have fallen 
above. On the top of the Rocky Mountain tb 
a stalagmite, two fi^et hijyh, and six inches in ( 
eter, termed Cleopatra's Needle. 

On the far side of the Rocky Mountain is a j 
seventy feet deep, and one hundred wide, t€ 
Dismal Hollow. 

The Cave, at the Mountain, divides into 
branches. That to the right leads to Sand 
Dome, which is interesting from the fact tha 
stone of which it is composed indicates that tt 
of the Dome is very near the surface of the i 
The branch to the left communicates with Grog 
Hall. The central one is termed Franklin A\ 
aod extends from Disina\ B.oWo'?? \.c> ^^x^w^*^ f 
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3ECTI0N XXIII. 

P^AKEXIN AVEinJ£ AND SEBENA'S Al^BOl^. 

Franklin ^s Avenue, as before stated, extends 
om Dismal Hollow to Serena's Arbor, a distance of 
quarter of a mile. It varies in length from thirty 
» sixty feet. It has a wild and gloomy appearance. 

Serena's Arbor is twenty feet in diameter, and 
bout forty in hight. The walls and ceiling are 
)vered with stalactitic cornices, columns, grooves, 
gees, etc., many of which are semi-transparent and 
)norous. 



SECTION XXIV. 
OBOOHAN'S HALL AND THE MAELSTBOM. 

Groghan's Hall, which constitutes the end of the 
ong Route, is about seventy feet wide and twenty 
Igh. The left wall is covered with stalactitic for- 
ations, which are white and semi-transparent, and 

great hardness, fragments of which are worked 
to ornaments 

The Maelstrom is a pit, which is one hundred and 
venty-five feet deep and twenty wide. There are 
enues leading from the bottom, which may be seen 
len a light is lowered into it, but which have beei^ 
iperfoctly explored. 

A peculiar kind of rat is sometimes found in Grog- 
.n's Hall, as well as other parts of the Cave, which 
a size larger than the Norway rat. The head and 
es resemble those of the rabbit, and the hair of 
e back is like that of the gray squirrel, but that 
' the le^s and abdomen is white. Cave crickets 
id ]jzard$ are also found t-Vveve. 
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The Cave crickets are about an inch long. Thi 
body is yellow, striped with black. They are pro- 
vided with large eyes, but seem to direct their conne 
mainly by their antennae or feelers, which are enor- 
mously developed. They are sluggish in their more- 
ments, and, unlike other crickets, observe an eternal 
silence. 

The Cave lizards vary in length from three to five 
inches. The eye is large and prominent. The body 
is yellow and dotted with black spots, and is semi- 
transparent. They are sluggish in their movementi. 

The abundance of animal life at this point wonU 
seem to indicate that there is a communication wiA: 
the surface of the earth at no great distance. 

Bats are found in all parts of the Cave. 
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CHAPTER V. 

GOTHIC ARCADE. 

The Gothic Arcade is entered from the Main Cave 
ly ascending a flight of steps, fifteen feet in hight, 
to the right of the Gothic Galleries. The ohjects 
worthy of note are the following : 

1. The Seat of the Mummy consists of a niche in 
the left wall of the avenue, ahout forty yards from 
the steps, just large enough for a human being to 
sit in. The body found in this nicha was that of a 
female Indian, dressed in the skins of wild animals, 
and ornamented with the trinkets usually worn by 
the aborigines. A few feet distant, the bo^ of an 
Indian child, attired in a similar manner, was dis- 
covered in a sitting posture, resting against the wall. 
They were both in a state of perfect preservation. 
There can be no doubt but they wandered into this 
avenue, and becoming bewildered, sat down and died 
in the position in which they were found. 

A person lost in the Mammoth Cave, without any 
hope of escape, would undoubtedly die in a very 
short time. That this is the case, the history of 
those who have been lost in it would seem to prove. 

Thus,^ on one occasion a gentleman wandered from 
his party, when by some accident his lamp was ex- 
tinguished, lu endeavoring to make his escape, he 
became alarmed, and finally insane, and crawling be- 
5 (S^\ 
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hind a large rock, remained in that position for fortr* 
eight hours; and although the guides repeatedlj 
passed the rock hehind which he was secreted, in 
search for him, he did not make the slightest noise, 
and when finally discovered, endeavored to make hit 
escape from them, but was too much exhausted to 
run. 

In another instance a larly allowed her party to 
get so far in advance that their voices could no 
longer be heard, and in attompting to overtake them, 
fell and extinguished her lamp, when she became 80 
terrified at her situation that she swooned, and whei 
discovered a few minutes afterward, and restored, 
was found to be in a state of insanity, from which 
she did not recover for a number of years. 

Not a year passes but the guides have to go in 
search of persons who have been foolhardy enough 
tOL leave their party, and who in every instance bi- 
come speedily bewildered, and when discovered ire 
in the act of crying, or at prayer. In such cases thei 
guides are overpowered with kisses, embraces, and' 
other demonstrations of gratitude. 

The proper course for persons to pursue when Io§t 
in the Cave, is for them to remain in the place 
where they first became confused, and not to stir 
from it until rescued by the guides. They will not 
have to wait more than from three to ten hours from 
the time at which thev should have returned to the 
Hotel. 

2. A short distance from the Seat of the Mummj 
is a large stalactite which extends from the floor to 
the ceiling, termed the Post Oak, from its fancied 
resemblance to a variety of oak-tree that grows near 
the Cave. 

3. The First Echo is the name given to that part 
pf Gothjc Arcade ^hich passes over Pensacpla Aff- 
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le, the floor of which, when forcibly struck, emits a 
3llow sound. 

4. The Register Room is about three hundred 
et long, forty wide, and from eight to sixteen in 
ight. The ceiling is white, and as smooth as 
lough it had been plastered. In this room hun- 
reds of persons have displayed their bankruptcy in 
^erything pertaining to good breeding and taste by 
acing their obscure names on the ceiling with the 
noke of a candle. 

5. Gothic Chapel is a large room, the ceiling of 
hich appears to be supported by gigantic stalactites, 
hich extend to the floor. When a number of lamps 
re hung upon these columns, this room presents a 
eautiful appearance. 

6. Vulcan's Smithy is a room the floor of which is 
;rewn with stalagmitic nodules, colored with black 
tyd of iron, which resemble the cinders of a black- 
nith^s shop. 

7. Bonaparte's Breastworks consist of « ledge of 
)cks that have been detached firom the side of the 
'enue against which they rest. 

8. The Arm Chair is formed by the union of sta- 
gmites and stalactites. 

9. The Elephant's Head is a large stalagmite 
hich projects from the left wall of the avenue. 

10. The Lover's Leap consists of a rock which 
•ojects about sixteen feet over a pit which is sev- 
ity feet deep. 

11. Elbow Crevice is fifty feet in hight, from three 
» five in width, and twenty in length. It is another 
at Man's Misery, on an enlarged scale. 

12. Gatewood's Dining Table is a flat rock which 
as been detached from the ceiling. It is about 
reive feet long and eight wide, and is named after 
oe of the saltneter ininera. 



52 



MAMMOTH CAVE. 



13. Napoleon's Dome is fifty feet high, and fr 
twenty to thirty wide. It was formed in the sa 
manner as, and resemhles Corinna's Dome, in 
Pass of El Ghor. 

14. Lake Purity is a pool of perfectly transpart 
water, situated directly under Vulcan's Smithy. 

A half mile heyond Lake Purity the Gothic 1 
cade terminates in a dome and small cascade. 







CHAPTER VI. 

THE LABYRINTH AND GORIN'S DOME. 

The Labyrinth is entered from the Deserted 
Chamber, by descending a pair of steps. It is a 
narrow, rugged causeway, and the only object of in- 
terest in it, is the figure of the American Eagle on 
the left wall. 

Gorin's Dome is reached by passing over a small 
bridge and ascending a ladder, ten feet in bight, in 
the labyrinth. It is viewed from a natural window, 
situated half way between the floor and the ceiling 
of the Dome. It is about two hundred feet in bight, 
and sixty feet across its widest part. The far side 
presents a striking resemblance to an immense cur- 
tain, which extends from the ceiling to within forty 
feet of the floor. 

Gorin's Dome was formed in the same manner as 
the Side-Saddle Pit. 

When the far end of the Dome, which is reached 
by passing through a small avenue to the ri^ht, is 
illuminated by a Bengal light, the view is terribly 
sublime. 

There are avenues which communicate with the top 
and bottom of the Dome. When Echo Hiver rises, 
the floor of the Dome is covered with water, in which 
eyeless flsh are sometimes caught. 

Gorin's Dojpe bears the iiame qf its discoverer. 



CHAPTER VII. 

PENSACOLA AVENUE. 

Pensagola Avenue is about a mile in lea 
from eight to sixty feet in hight, and from thirt 
one hundred in width. It is entered from Keye 
Hall. 

The following are the subjects worthy of exj 
nation : 

1. The Sea-Turtle is about thirty feet in diami 
The rock of which it \w compoaed has fallen from 
ceiling. 

2. The Wild Hall in size and appearance rei 
bles Bandit's Hall. Bunyan's Way, which com 
nicates with Great Belief, enters Pensacola Aye 
at this point. 

3. Snowball Arched Way receives its name i 
the fact that its ceiling is covered with nodule 
gypsum, like those in the Snowball Boom. 

4. The Great Crossing is the point at which : 
avenues take their origin. 

5. Mat's Arcade is fifty- yards long, thirty 
wide, and sixty in hight. 

Between the fioor and ceiUi>g there are four h 
tiful terraces, which extend the full length of 
Arcade. 

There is a collection of beautiful stalactites, ca 
the Pine-Apple Bush, in Mat's Arcade. 

(54) 
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6. The ceiling and walls of Angelico Grotto are 
Incrusted with crystals of carhonate of lime. 

Pensacola Avenue terminates about a half mile 
l>ejond Angelioo Grotto, in a low archway. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

SPARK'S AVENUE AND MAMMOTH DOME. 

Spark's Avenue extends from the Biver Hall to 
Mammoth Dome, a distance of three quarters of 1 1 
mile. [ 

The objects of interest in this Avenue are the fol- 
lowing : 

1. Bandit's Hall is sixty feet long, and forty wide, 
the floor of which is covered with large rocks that 
have been detached from the ceiling. 

To the right of Bandit's Hall is an avenue of 
great extent, which has not been fully explored, 
called Brigg's Avenue. 

2. Newman's Spine is about ten feet in lengtb, 
and consists of a crevice in the center of the ceiling, 
which is the exact image of a cast of a gigantic back- 
bone. 

3. Sylvan Avenue extends from Spark's Avenue 
to Clarissa's Dome, and is about three hundred yards 
in length. This avenue contains a number of ferru- 
ginous limestone logs, which vary from five to fifteen 
inches in diameter. Some of them appear to be 
chopped in half; others have lost a portion of bark, 
displaying a white surface of petrous wood ; and 
others again look as though they were in a state of 
partial decay. Anywhere else these masses of stone 
would be taken for petrified wood. 

(56) 
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Clarissa's Dome is entered at its base. It resem- 
bles Gorin's Dome, but is mucb smaller. 

4. Bennett's Point is directly opposite Sylvan 
Avenue, where the Avenue turns at an acute angle 
to the right. The floor of the Avenue at this point 
is covered with yellow sand. 

5. Bishop's Gorge is a low and narrow part of the 
Avenue which is passed with difficulty. 

Spark's Avenue is named in honor of Mr. C. A. 
Sparks, of New York. 

The Mammoth Dome is viewed from a terrace 
about forty feet from its base. It is two hundred 
and fifty feet in bight, and in appearance closely 
resembles Gorin's Dome, but is more than five times 
as large. At the left extremity of the Dome, there 
are five large pillars cut out of the solid rock, called 
the Corinthian Columns. 

The awful sublimity of this Dome, when strongly 
illuminated, exceeds anything ever pictured to a 
mind frenzied by opium or hasheesh. 

The Mammoth Dome is still enlarging. 
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ROAKING RIVER. 

The avenue wbicb communicates with Boaring 
Biver is entered at Cascade Hall, and is a half mile 
in length. Boaring Biver resembles Echo Biver in 
size and appearance, but has a louder echo. Than 
is a cascade which falls into it, from which proceedl 
roaring sounds, and from which it has received ill 
name. 

Eyeless fish and Crawfish are found in Boariif 
Biver, as well as sunfish and black crawfish, both Oi 
which are provided with eyes. 

(68) 




CHAPTER X. 

MARION'S AVENUE. 

Marion's Avenue is about a mile and a half Iod^, 
id arises in WashiDgton Hall. It varies from twen- 

to sixty feet in width, and from eight to forty in 
ght. The floor is covered with sand, and the walls 
e composed of white limestone, which resembles 
imulous clouds. The far end of the Avenue di- 
des into two branches, that to the right leading 

Paradise and Portia's Parterre, and that to the 
ft to Zoe's Grotto. 

The walls and ceiling of the avenue termed Para- 
se, are covered with gypsum flowers. There is a 
)me in Paradise Avenue, which is composed of 
ndstone. It is called Digby's Dome. 
Portia's Parterre is entered from the left wall of 
iradise Avenue. It is a half mile in length, and 
>n tains the same kind of flowers that are found in 
eveland's Cabinet. It was discovered about two 
iars ago, and is commonly known as the New Dis* 
very. 



CHAPTER XI. 

WHITE'S CAVE. 
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The entrance to White's Cave is situated aboit f, 
half a mile from Cave Hotel, and although it is retllj 
a part of the Mammoth Cave, yet there is no direot 
communicatioQ hetween the two. 

It is remarkable for the beauty and variety of tbil^ 
stalactites and stalagmites that are found in it, and ^^^ 
is well worth exploring. j 

White's Cave is about five hundred yards in lengtL ^^^ 

9 

, ^ 

CONCLUDING REMARKS. " 

There are about one hundred and fifty avenaeil 
in the Mammoth Cave that have been explored, many 
of which, however, are never entered by visitors, ana 
which, consequently, we have not attempted to de- 
scribe. The total length of all the avenues has beei 
estimated at one hundred miles, which probably fUli 
far short of the actual distance. It must not be rap- 
posed, however, that the Cave has been fully explored, 
for there are hundreds of avenues that have never 
been eotered, much less explored, many of which, 
we have every reason to suppose^ are as large as anj 
that hnve been examined. 

[60) 



RlCHERSOxN OR DIAMOND CAVE. 

Tuis cave was discovered in 1859^ and is situated 
Que and a half miles from Bell's Station, on the 
Siammoth Cave Eoad. Visitors to the Mammoth 
Cave, by stopping at Bell's Station, can have an 
Opportunity of visiting this Cave on their trips to 
Or from the Mammoth Cave ; or, they can at all 
^itnes find conveyances at Bell's Station, or the Mam- 
moth Cave, to convey them to Diamond Cave. 

The beauties of Diamond Cave consist in its beau- 
Iful stalactite formations, which are not surpassed 
>y those of any other cave in America. 

Visitors to Mammoth Cave, can procure a Guide 
^ook, descriptive of Diamond Cave, at BelFs Station, 
»¥ Mammoth Cave. 

• Oboroe M. Proctek. 

(61) 
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Tlie Greatest Natural Cnriosity in Aierica, 

THE 

MAMMOTH CAVE 

OP KENTUCKY. 

Near the Louisville and Nashville Bai]road. 



Passengers will stop at CAVE CITY HOTEL, when 
good coaches leave on the arrival of the train for the 

MAMMOTH CAVE HOTEL, 

J. Q. & £. E. OWSLEY, Proprietors. 

A tirst-clnss House, and the handsomest, healthiest, 
and coolest Summer resort on the Continent of America. 
£verj'hody should visit this great natural object of in- 
terest, annually visited by thousands from all parts of 
the world. Don't fail to visit the world-renowned Mam- 
moth Cave. 



CAVE CITY HOTEL, 

E. K. OWSLEY & CO., - - Proprietors. 
€AVE €ITy, KY. 

Dinner House for the Louisville and Nashville Rail- 
road, and stopping- place for Mammoth Cavo. Coach | 
runs to and from this House and the Mammoth Cave i 
Hotel. I 
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